o dragging and dropping into InDesign

There are a number of ways in which you can use drag and drop to get
content in and out of InDesign. Here are my favorites:
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dragging and dropping into InDesign

When you drag and drop from the desktop, you'll see the icons of the files you're placing
as your cursor moves into InDesign.
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that you can see the desktop folder S— P W V—
from which you want to drag and drop
the files.

2, Select all the files you want to import,
and then drag them into an InDesign
document window. You'll see ghosted
versions of the icons. InDesign will
cascade all the imported files when
you release the mouse button, and it
will use the position of your cursor as
the starting point for the distribution
of the placed files.




dragging and dropping into InDesign

Here you see the files | dragged into my layout.




dragging and dropping into InDesign

You can do the same sort of batch drag and drop from within Photoshop’s file browser.

1. Similar to dragging and dropping
from the desktop, select as many
items from the Photoshop file
browser as you need, and drag and
drop them into an InDesign docu-
ment window.

2. Just as in dragging from the desk-
top, the files will be cascaded
based on the position of the cursor
at the moment you release the
mouse button.
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dragging and dropping into InDesign

You can configure your clipboard preferences in InDesign and lllustrator in such a way that
you'll be able to drag and drop basic vector shapes between the two applications...and
the best part is that the dragged and dropped vectors remain editable.
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dragging and dropping from InDesign

In the example below, I'm taking the store name “Jolly Jack’s” into lllustrator to give it a
more highly styled appearance.
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dragging and dropping into InDesign

Once I've created the look | want for the object in lllustrator, | can drag and drop it back
into InDesign where it will be converted into a native InDesign vector object and remain
editable if further changes or modifications are necessary.
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dragging and dropping into InDesign

Did you know that you can drag and drop from Microsoft Word into InDesign?

ﬁ Word File Edit View Insert Format Font  Tools Table Window Waork Help

. Y g = =j | L o i [ - B B X mu*"l ? o Ta, ooy, w
1. Open your InDesign General Dot enGshten B 1’ <t L -y
preferences and make sure that 8006 -~ i © design.article.ntf e L“T rr—
. o . 1 . a W R [ ; K o i amdd @0 3
the Preserve Text Attributes when Nkl olohrblelotofebobolblbeiolelebobyfolelrielbedeirlbededodeloleirhldebedelelotohl bl S ﬁ fpas = oz foes
i . . e deery, " wagen Bkl s [ Faes, "t srchevalopy A e machus v daen n:\.n-wm<“uq|uduq|\.-uu|m.wmmn ----- I e [ e sy L
Pasting is set to what you desire. ki e i e
_ , ISRk A P L o A e o A S el o
2. Switch to Microsoft Word. Select Ao o M. 1 4 e el s e g et e e O Ol
any range of text in a Microsoft B v s — —
Word document, and drag it into e o N e e DD TS it e
an InDesign document window. drigaar nd mence can unedornand eas anathr TBeleer bacasar | haend the s of ight stk oy wadonce.”he explama " could dregn .8

Bl ComeTainiaban veraally _ s e m SAoTher e Vet Be Rt sbandeasd eeaty” By Say bk Wi Seugn e 5 Bai angans

sy st sk b e ol Gk i

3. Switch to InDesign. You'll see that : {
the text has been dropped into o
your layout in a 150pt x 150pt text
frame. No, you can't change that,
it's just the arbitrary size for a con-
tainer that InDesign creates when
you drag a new text object into
your layout.

¢« 150pt —>
4 Flowrg wias bosrrs and raleod cutckde of
urin, Kaly's autormobive eplanter, the
%00 of &N Einerant hancyman and an
anateur iculpior who worked with the
Inafissiriad Sevap Bt father woeld colkect
M job set. Encoiraped by this aany
axpeosmn t the tectinical and figurative
i, D Flone anendod the Poliechinico
il Milana. Fers R talent was swilty
revogniznd, s upon graduating be
want e wark In thi Radywork Design
Deepartmert of TALDDUEGHO with [

150pt

Wiaw 4 e




dragging and dropping into InDesign

And by the way, it works with tables from Word too...
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dragging and dropping into InDesign

...but be sure you check your clipboard preferences.
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